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The name Alston through parents and grandparents

ON THE Paternal side of one^ John Alston, Senior, be

longed TO English history as progenitors of this family

of Fairfield County were related to the nobility of

England and possessed great wealth.

One 0F-2THE EARLIEST KNOWN ANCESTORS OF THE LINE

DIRECTLY TRACED WAS FATHER OF JOHN AlSTON,^ SEfJlQ(\, WHO

MOVED FROM ENGLAND TO SCOTLAND, FROM WHENCE HIS SON,

John, Senior,^ emigrated to America to settle in the

SOUTHERN part OF FaIRFIELD CoUNTY BEFORE THE REVOLUTION.

John was a graduate of Glasgow University, and he had

BEEN commissioned BY KiNG GeORGE III AS SURVEYOR,

Settling on Cedar Creek with his wife, Mary Boyd, a
0\t\

Scotch girl, he built a sizable abode on a generous

LAND GRANT, ThIS HOUSE WAS BURNED IN 1865,

The children of John Alston, Senior, and Marx

Boyd were: Charnel, James, David, Janie, Agnes, Anne,

John and several others who died, Samuel, born 17,69,

DIED July 1835, was quite prominent in the district,
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He lived and died in the house in which he was born

ON Cedar Creek.

David left three sons, and one of these, John,

MARRIED, AND IS KNOWN TO HAVE BEEN PRINCIPAL OF Ht ,

ZioN College,

James, son of John, Senior, and Nary Boyd, mar

ried Frances Kirkland, They had two children: Eliza^

BETI^ MARRIED DoCTOR GeORGE BuTLER PeARSON, AND NiLLIAM

John Alston, the subject of this sketch, married first,

Narianna Brown of John's Island, second, Susanna Pope

Cook, daughter of Captain John Cook of the Revolution,

AND WIFE, Martha Pearson,

The will of James Alston made in 1839 is record

ed IN THE Fairfield County Courthouse. It was written

AS HE WAS LIVING NEAR MONTICELLO, EIGHTEEN MILES WEST

OF WiNNSBORO; AND MENTIONS HIS BROTHER, SaMUEL, AND

HIS SON, William J, Alston, the letter being given the

Cedar Creek plantation, George Butler Pearson was
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History records "Janes Alston was a man of re

markable FIRMNESS of CHARACTER AND STRENGTH OF MIND,

He amassed a large fortune and was ever noted FOR HIS

GENERAL NOBILITY OF DISPOSITION, He DIED IN 1841,

UNIVERSALLY RESPECTED, "

Colonel William John Alston was born July 21i

1802^, A SON of wealth, he was educated and intelli

gent. He became a member of the Legislature from

Fairfield County serving from 1840 to 1846, When a

VACANCY OCCURED IN THE SeCCESSION CONVENTION CAUSED

BY THE DEATHS OF GeNERAL JoHN BuCHANAN, AND WiLLIAM

S, LyLES, members of THAT BODY FROM THE CoUNTY, HE

AND William R. Robertson were elected to fill the

VACANCIES,

"Colonel Alston had built a fine large houset
in Fairfioiacounty which was said ti the finest r«sid«noe

NEAR MoNTFcELLo/A SHORT TIME BEFORE THE CiVIL WaR,

Sherman^s army burnt it, although his family and
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OTHER LADIES WERE IN IT WHEN IT WAS FIRED. MrS.

Alston took refuge in another house which was also

FIRED. (AlSOj atrocities WERE PERPETRATED ON THE

HOME OF William S. Lyles as revenge for being a mem

ber of THE SeCCESSION CONVENTION. ) "

Colonel William J. Alston and his first wife,

Marianna Brown, had the following children: James^

Henry, William Samuel, Kirkland, Marion Kennon.

James Henry died as a young man; Kirkland died as a

child, and Marion Kennon fell at the Battle of South

Mountain, Maryland.

By his second marriage to Susanna Pope Cook,

who dies in Spartanburg in 1870, there were three

children: pHiLLiPrC., Frances Kirkland; Joseph Kirk

land Alston, the last child, was born March 6, 1860

NEAR MoNTICELLO,

Colonel William J. Alston died suddenly on

July 4, 1868, He seemed to have a premonition of his
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PASSING. His wife lived only a short time after him.

He was a devout Christian, leading with others in the

PLANS AND GENEROUS CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARDS THE BUILDING

OF THE MoNTICELLO MeTHODI'ST ChURCH near his HOME.

"The son, Joseph Kirkland Alston, graduated at

Virginia Military Institute at Lexington, Virginia,

AS FIRST Captain in 1882. Returning to South Carolina

he studied law in Winnsboro under Rion and Gailliard,

AND opened an OFFICE IN COLUMBIA. He DIED AT THIRTY-

SEVEN YEARS OF AGE, HAVING MARRIED OcTOBER 17, 1888

Miss Belle Bratton McCaw of York whose grandfather.

Doctor William Bratton of Winnsboro, youngest son and

NAMESAKE OF THE REVOLUTIONARY PATRIOT, CoLONEL WiLLIAM

Bratton of York, was in the fore front of men worth

while IN Fairfield. "

There are no living male descendants of this -

line of Alstons, Thus ends the saga of a prominent

FAMILY NAME OF FaIRFIELD.


